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but a weak man \ and adds that * though he pretended
to wit and politics, he was not cut out for that, and least
of all for writing of history '. He could at least write
characters. They do not bear the impress of a strong
personality, but they have the fairmindedness and the
calm outlook that spring from a gentle and unassertive
nature. His Cromwell and his Laud are alike greatly to
his credit; and the private view that he gives us of
Charles has unmistakable value. His Memoires remained
in manuscript till 1701, the year before the publication
of Clarendon's History. It was the first book to appear
\vith notable characters of the men of the Civil Wars
and the Protectorate.

The Histories and Memoirs of the seventeenth century
contain by far the greatest number of its characters ;
but they are to be found also in scattered Lives, and in
the collections of material that mark the definite beginnings
of English biography. There are disappointingly few by
Fuller. In his Worthies of England he is mainly con-
cerned with the facts of a man's life, and though, in his
own word, he fleshes the bare skeleton *bf time, place,
and person with pleasant passages, and interlaces many
delightful stories by way of illustrations, and everywhere
holds us by the quaint turns of his fertile fancy, yet the
scheme of the book did not involve the depicting .of
character, nor did it allow him to deal with many con-
temporaries whom he had known. In the present volume
it has therefore been found best to represent him by
the studies of Bacon and Laud ill his Church-History.
Bacon he must have described largely from hearsay, but